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forced to retreat in a very humiliating manner, and we
offer our congratulations: naturally, as a result, no more
cause for war exists, but a guarantee that the promises will
be carried out is probably necessary, and that could prob-
ably be secured by a temporary military occupation of
Servia. ... On this basis I am ready to mediate for peace
with Austria.' *

Before Jagow could have received this letter, Austria

had declared war on Servia:   she announced also, secure

of the German Emperor's backing, that she did not ask

for nor would  she accept any  attempt at arbitration.

Servia,   anticipating  this,   was   already  mobilising,   and

negotiations instantly became more difficult,  now that

such definite steps had been taken.    Far more serious

was the consequence that Russia boiled up in sympathy

with a Slav state suddenly threatened with annihilation

in spite of her virtual acceptance of the ultimatum.    The

Tsar knelt before his ikons, praying that peace might yet

be preserved, and inspired thereby he sent for his Foreign

Secretary.    Let Sazonov instantly telegraph to  London

and Paris and beg his friends to support his proposal that

the  whole   dispute   should  be  referred   to  the  Hague

Tribunal, which he had devised fifteen years ago to meet

just such an emergency.    Austria and Servia would surely

then disarm, would they not ?    Sazonov did not think

very highly of this suggestion, and indeed he had first to

recall to his mind what the Hague Tribunal was.    Instead,

as a more practical measure, he urged the Tsar to order a

partial mobilisation on the Austrian frontier only.    In

face of such a demonstration, Austria would be likely to

think twice before definitely committing an act of war.

Then the Tsar bethought him of his old friend William.

1 Fay, Origins of the World War, ii. p. 421.